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A. IDENTIFICATION 



Appellants: 
For Appellant: 
Application No: 
Application Filing Date: 
Title of the Invention: 

Examiner: 
Art Unit: 
Title of Paper: 



Nie, et al. 
James C. Scheller 
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December 14, 2001 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INTEGRATING MEDIA 

OBJECTS 

Zhou, Ting 
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B. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

The status of the claims is as indicated in Appendix A of the Appeal Brief filed July 21, 
2006. In particular, claims 1-8, 10-16, 18-35, 37-59, and 61-64 were finally rejected and are the 
subject of this appeal. 
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c. 



GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 



The grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal are as described in the Appeal Brief 
filed July 21, 2006. In particular, claims 1-8, 10-16, 20-35, 39-47, 50-59 and 63-64 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,081,262 (hereinafter, 
"Gill") and U.S. Patent 5,588,104 (hereinafter, "Lanier"). Claims 18-19, 37-38, and 48-49 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gill and Lanier, as applied to claims 
1, 30 and 42, and further in view of U.S. Patent 5,724,106 (hereinafter "Autry"). Claims 61-62 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gill and Lanier, as applied to 
claim 53, and further in view of U.S. Patent 6,664,986 (hereinafter "Kopelman"). 
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D. ARGUMENT 

1. Reply to Examiner's answer regarding claims 1. 22, 23-24, 30, 4L 42. 52, and 53-54. 

Claims 1, 22, 23-24, 30, 41, 42, 52, and 53-54 are each patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
over Gill and Lanier. 

The Examiner responds that Lanier "does not change the principle operation of the 
primary reference [Gill] or render the reference inoperable for its intended purpose. . .because the 
principle and purpose of Gill's print-based authoring system is to provide users with a familiar 
environment with which to work with and the purpose/advantage of three-dimensional virtual 
reality systems (such as Lanier's virtual reality system) is to provide life-like environments so 
that the users do not have to think/visualize images abstractly."^ 

However, the Examiner's grounds for rejection rely on Lanier for its method and system 
for creating a virtual world, not for any resulting life-life environment. The grounds for rejection 
state, "It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. . .to modify the method for 
creating a scene from a plurality of media objects of Gill to include the creation of a virtual 
reality scene in three-dimensional space taught by Lanier''^ Lanier's creation of a virtual world 
is not "life-life," as is clearly seen by Figures 1-4 of Lanier. As discussed in the Appeal Brief, 
Lanier's creation of a virtual world requires users to work in an unfamiliar environment with 
logical and visual abstractions to create a data flow network to create a description of the 
contents and behavior of the virtual world.^ Modifying the page based print document layout 
system (e.g., QuarkXPress) described in Gill to add Lanier's virtual reality creation system adds 
unfamiliar components to Gill that requires a user to work on logical and visual abstractions. 
This is in direct conflict with one of Gill's expressly stated purposes."* 



' Examiner's Answer, 10/23/06, pp. 13-14. 

^ See Examiner's Answer, 10/23/06, p. 4 (emphasis added). 

^ See, e.g.. Appeal Brief, 1 1/17/06, pp. 10-11. 

^ See, e.g., Gill, col. 4, lines 48-50 stating "This system does not require the author to work on logical and visual 
abstractions of both objects and the viewable screens on which they appear." 
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2. Reply to Examiner's answer regarding claims 2-8, 25-29, 31-35. 43-47, and 55-59. 

The reasons discussed in the section above also apply to the Examiner's answer regarding 
claims 2-8, 25-29, 31-35, 43-47, and 55-59. 

3. Reply to Examiner's answer regarding claims 10-16. 

The reasons discussed in the section above also apply to the Examiner's answer 
regarding claims 2-8, 25-29, 31-35, 43-47, and 55-59. 

4. Reply to Examiner's answer regarding claims 18-21, 37-40, and 48-51. 

Claims 18-21, 37-40, and 48-51 are each patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and 
Lanier and under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and Lanier and Autry 

The Appellant respectively submits that considering Gill and Lanier, and Gill and Lanier 
and Autry, each as a whole, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would not 
arrive at claims 18-21, 37-40, and 48-51. Gill and Lanier are discussed above and in the Appeal 
Brief. Autry, as discussed in the Appeal Brief, is directed towards "remotely controlling a home 
entertainment system."*'' Autry describes a "hand held remote control device [that] is used to 
control a cursor displayed on a monitor as part of a graphical user interface into a home 
entertainment system controlled by a multipurpose computer system."^ Viewing each of Gill, 
Lanier, and Autry as a whole, the combination of Gill and Lanier, and Gill and Lanier and Autry, 
do not describe a soundtrack associated with a media object that is added to a virtual reality 
scene, such that the soundtrack is to be played when the media object is selected by a user. 

5. Reply to Examiner's answer regarding claims 61-64. 

Claims 61-64 are also each patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and Lanier and 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and Lanier and Kopelman. 

The Appellant respectively submits that considering Gill, Lanier and Kopelman, each as a 
whole, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would not arrive at claims 61- 
64. The Examiner combines Gill and Lanier further with Kopelman to assert that "the 

^ Autry, coL 1, lines 11-12. 
* Autry, col. 3, lines 40-43. 
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combination of Gill, Lanier, and Kopelman teaches a series of views that is captured by a 
camera."^ The Examiner relies on a clause from a sentence in Kopelman that reads, in its 
entirety: "The rotation and elevation operations referred to in FIG. 2, may be represented, for 
illustrative purposes, as pre-set views that are captured by respective virtual cameras positioned 
or moving along a coordinate system superimposed on a virtual surface, e.g. a sphere, 
surrounding and being essentially concentric with the dental model (FIG. 4)."^ In Kopelman, the 
pre-set views represent rotation and elevation operations as if they were captured by respective 
virtual cameras, which is consistent with Kopelman's intention to make his system practical for 
use by average orthodonts and other lab personal, who normally lack the adequate computer 
oriented background required to activate the complicated sequence of operations, in the specified 
software tool that would bring a virtual image to the desired orientation.^ As discussed in the 
Appeal Brief, Kopelman does not describe a series of views associated with a media object that is 
added to a virtual reality scene, the series of view (actually) captured by a camera rotated about a 
subject of the media object. 



^ Examiner's Answer, 10/23/06, p. 16. 

^ See Examiner's Answer, 10/23/06, p. 15-16; Kopelman, col. 4, lines 62-67 (emphasis added). 
^ See Kopelman, col. 1 , lines 57-63. 
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E. 



CONCLUSION 



For the reasons stated above, claims 1-8, 10-16, 20-35, 39-47, 50-59 and 63-64 are 
patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and Lanier; claims 18-19, 37-38, and 48-49 are 
patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and Lanier, as applied to claims 1, 30 and 42, and 
further in view of Autry; and claims 61-62 are patentable under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Gill and 
Lanier, as applied to claim 53, and further in view of Kopelman. The Appellant respectfully 
requests that the Board reverse the rejections of the claims and direct the Examiner to enter a 
Notice of Allowance for claims 1-8, 10-16, 18-35, 37-59, and 61-64. 
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